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A by-«l«ctiQtt for the Hovs« of Counolllors vm held in Vtlognu Prefecture 
on An« 3# 1954« Tbm tw> p rin c i pals in tbe contert wre endiinl Kichisaburo 
MQMBRA, a canservmtiv«, and Kabcchiro SUZUKI, ex-head of tbe Wakayam Breneh 
of tb« Teachere 1 Halen. Mr. KCMB&A von in a small lanAalide obtaining 254,133 
tbU« to hi« Sodallst-baeked opponent 1 « 127, $51. Tb« issues of tb« »»mp’tj n 
««n elearwi« Mr. MOMQBA advocated rearmoment and a revision of the eonøtl- 
tutlcn. Mr« SUZUKI vigorously opposed thes« palidas. Moct observere attri- 
butod Mr« VCH2KA* « Victor? t« hi« iwn ao— popularlty vitta tb« Vakayaaa. elect- 
orat« and to tb« faet that Kr« SUZUKI vae opanly aldod in th« by th« 

Co— mi at« vho ar« vleimd vith oonsidereble øaspidan. by th« prep coderantly 
eonservntivv-ainded WaJcayaaa eloetorate« Ihteriatlngl? eoough, tb«r« «u 
littl« lndioatlon, from tho«« vith vhom th« report ing offtc «r talked, that 
Kr« SCMURA*« rictor? pointed to a streng support for raaimasønt in Makayaaa 
Prafootur«« It vas noted that indirlduals ar« mor« important than issuft« in 
Wakayaaa politics aod that it nas p -feotl? posslble for a voter to b« agalnst 
roanaament and for Mr« ICMUBA. Thea« observer« attaohod littl« national 
slgnifioance to VQMUBA's victory ot har than to suggest that it plaoed hlm In 
a «trat«glc position to accept th« leadership of an? nev oonøenrative politics! 
move ne nt that might dsvelop. 



The election contert betveen Mr* HCMURA and Mr. SUZUKI vas follovod wlth 
int arrest by most of the nevspapers In this area. Kr« KOMBRA, ex-Anbaasador to 
tb« United States, ex^Foreign Minis ter, a nd ex- admiral vas, of courae, the big 
dravlng oard. In ©oaparison, Kr* SUZUKI vas given relative!? littl« play in 
th« pr«««« Originally ther« ver« three oandidates entered in the electicn, 

Mr« KCHDRA, Mr« SUZUKI, and Mr. Taaeo SAKJO, a araber of tb« Japan««« Cc—mlst 
Party* Mr. SAKJO, while a oand 1 date, spant most of his tins osapaigalng for 
Mr« SUZUKI« He finally vi th drev his name and concentrated all his effortø in 
Mr« SUZUn's bahalf« Aocording to sone observers, many voters euepicioned 
that "a deal" had beea arranged betveen Mr. SUZUKI and Mr. SAKJO and ver« there- 

for« reluctant Jto_ su pport SU ZUKI for fear he had oome under the control of 

the Coamanist« . "" Anether factor wHnF vas^iaddto-^Ytf Hart-Krr SUZaKI’ s" ■— - I 

— chances vas the Asahigaoka Junior High School oase in Kyoto« I 
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lfo#t Wakayaoa roter* werw h ig hl y arltic al tf tb« actions ot tha Teachars* 

Union In Kyoto and bellered that Hr. SUZUKI, behag tha ar-bead of tha Tsaohsrs 1 
Union in Wakayaaa and reeeiving tha open support of tha Comoalsts, would 
ooneart with tha Cosmnnlsts to provokø a s lail ar incident in Wakayaaa. Tha 
decisive element la tha aleetion, hoveror, vat Kr. HGrøRA's trms&dou* 
popolarity with tha øloctorete, Baning in a tradltlonally oonsorvatlve 
araa as a natlve son and beting a nationally prominent figirs, his vtatoiy was 
almoet assurad from tha baginning daa pitø tha faet ha was advooatlng rsanmnant 
pallelas whloh roportadly did not urnet tha approval of a aajority of rotere* 

In a recent visit to Wakayaaa, tha raportlng offloar askad åbent this 
Inoongmous circuoetinoe and was told that rotors In tbo Wakayaaa un« pines 
nors importance upen whs tha eandldate la than upen tha polieles ha advocates. 
This faet haa a direot rolationship to wbat is know as tha "political 
oenselouénesa” of tba voter, Tha æra "politieaUy oenacietts 11 ha lø ths anr* 
awara ha boerne* of poliole o and iasues In a eaapalgn. It was point od out 
that ovur 50f» of tbe potential roters in Wakayaaa Prefeoture ara fanara, 

Thay ara tradltlonally conaarvatiro In palltloa and ara gons rally cousidsrad 
to hårs a rathor low lovsi of »pdlltl o al eousolotunsss", Xt was oiplaimd that 
oonssrvatlsa prsdoednatss In Wakayaaa Profoeturs bseauso of poor traasportatlon 
and saonatnieatieu faellitiss and tho æuntalnou* torrain whloh all eohbla* to 
orset ©bataoloø to tho infusion of nev politi oal idsas and eooespts« This 
eonservatlsa is a stablo f motor in Prøfoetursl politics and ean gansrally bo 
eounted on to giv« vletoxy to tho eandidato whs ospousos it. 

Tba oaapalgn in Wakayana rseaivod tha attontion of tha national party 
Isadsra in both tha cooservstive and socialist emps, At ono tino or mother 
tho fallowing consorvativso woro notod wortdag for Kr. HCHURA, Kikniohlro 
IAMAGOCHI, Hideo BO, Kolo hi SEKO ond Koiohl TABUCHI of tbi Liberal Party sad 
Kr. ASHUU and Presidont SHIGEKTTSU of tbo Pro grossivo Party, In addition, 
assistance was roceived from such Rightiat organisations as Mlabo (Civil 
Dofonso Association), tho Kalknkal (ex-Arny officers ' organisation) and tho 
Sulkosha (eoc-Hevy officers 1 organisation), Kr, SUZUKI, for his part, roceived 
tSm baeldng of tho tro Socialist Partlas, tha Japarose Caramnlst Party, Sohye, 
tha Taaohars* Union, and at hor minor unions, Presidont SUZUKI af ths Loft 
Socialist Party and Presidont KAWAKAKX of ths Right Soci alist Party and saversl 
af tbeir liootonants report odly o aspsign ed on Kr, 3UZUKI f e behal f. Even with 
this apparont prodostinenoo of labor support, Kr, SUZUKI, nevert hel ess, lost 
a nuabor of labor ratos becauso of tha outstandlng reoord and reputation of 
his o pp onen t . 

Very fow observere attached national signiflcanco to tbe outoome of this 
olootlon. As Wakayaoa is tradltionally cbnservative it was thougbt that any 
rsasonably wsll-known oonøervative figuro o ould have von ih a c out eet with tho 
Socialists or CooKunists. Tho margin of victory would probably not havs been 
as gramt as MQMURA* s, but It would havo bo on a ooofortablo margin. Tho only 
roal issne, that of reannament, was really no issua at all, as most pooplo who 
oppoasd rsagmansnt vore apparently oontsnt tb overlook this difforsnoo with 
røfORA-on the atr«ngfch_ofjtheir doop rospoet and admlratlon for hlm. Fraquent 

rumorshaToboon ‘ fcoa^'thatrirci^^ ar-nenr-^eorrød*^ -CcMervat&ys 

møveaent, but tho ox-admlral apparontly gave no bluo to ble feelings bh this 
mat ter during tho oampaiga, * 
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The snoloeed statl* tical aaalysl* of tb* ele etion result e le tran»- 
nltted ae of poøsibl* lxxtereet. It wm firm to the raporting officer by I 
Kr# Tokugoro BOTAJd, Chalraan of tfa* Wakeyana Prefeetural Ele etion Control 
Consdttee. It le Intereetlag to note In looklng at the etatlet lo* that 
raml votere øutnn&fcered urban votere« Thi* le unueuel la nost eaeee and 
partleularlgr so in Wakayaaa vhere It 1* often ▼•ry difflcult fbr farsere to 
get to tb* polling booth« Rural lut« reet ln this alectioo een be 
by the faet tbat the Prefeetural EXeotlon Control Comalttee offered rewarde 
to furnere wbo voted. The Coondttee also hired an airplane to drop lea&ete 
in tbe farsing araen urglng faners to vete« The re kor de ooneletod of vmrloue 
klxdc of kit o hen utenslls« The action of the Coondttee In thle regard nas 
bitterly crltlclsod by the Socialists who ddud that tbe Comlttee en* guilty 
of pleylng partisan politics. The Oorndttee retorted that It nae 1te ras pen- 
albllity to get people to vote and that beeanee of the planting seaeos, farser* 
had to be minded of the Isportanee of eastlng their ballet. The Coendttee 
aede so ssntion of offerlng gifte to farner* bat It ves learned that een sider- 
•ble quantitlee ef pots end pen were dlapansed to faner* at tb* poUlag 
booth* - at the tu pejsra ezpeaøe. 



Mr. KOMOHA’s riet ory waø expeeted by sort oompetent polltleal ob servers. 
While a streng proponent of rearnaasnt, his rictory ln Wakayaaa døes not 
neoessarlly nsan tbat the najcrlty of people there approve of Japanere ro- 
a nsa sat. Prodoslnant sentlnent se esa to be agalnst rearmament, the foellng 
belng that Japan i* capafcLe of only United rearnnment and under suoh drouae- 
tars es and ln riev of the present International situation, such United effort 
rould serve nø practical parpos* « It ls douhtful that RCMDBA 1 * rictory oarrled 
sach stgnlfleance for national polltles ln terme of poasible trends, ote« Hl* 
trlnnph om* oonpounded of puraly local factor* with the one Issus of national 
Inport, rearcsimt, ha ring to ry little effectuipco the outeone of the eleotlon. 



J Ralph HLake ^ 

Aanrid^n/Consul Generel 

Baclo suret T ar no ut af Votes ln ths 3y-£Le etion of a Hsmber of the House of 
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